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     Essential. The significance of this word has changed over the past
seven months, but the definition has not:

   

Essential: extremely important or absolutely necessary

     As a noun, we quickly learned how that pertained to toilet paper.
As an adjective, we gained an even greater appreciation for people
who went to work while others were required to stay home. 
     Catholic Charities was proud to be designated an essential
business that continues to work on the front lines to provide essentials
like food, hygiene items and diapers throughout our 31-county service
area in the Salina Diocese. But in order to continue this work, your
help is essential.
     As a personal donor and nonprofit partner through my work with
the Greater Salina Community Foundation, I knew that the Catholic
Charities staff, board and volunteers did special work with the gifts
they were given. But until I became the executive director of Catholic
Charities a little more than a month ago, I did not have a full
appreciation of the critical work being done to help struggling
families. 
     With jobs lost and wages cut due to COVID-19, this assistance is
literally keeping families in their homes and food on their tables.
Families from nearly every county in the diocese have reached out to
Catholic Charities for assistance. For many, this was the first time they
have ever asked for help. 
     Right now, there are still so many families suffering and in
desperate need of emergency rent and utility assistance due to
COVID-19. As faithful followers of Christ, we are called to help our
brothers and sisters. With the need exceeding our budget, we need
your support to help these families in crisis.
     We recently learned that the Schmidt Foundation would be
blessing us with a $50,000 donation match to help those most
affected by the pandemic. I cannot think of better way to start a new
job than receiving a huge blessing that can transform the lives of so
many affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. Many of you have shared
with us that you would continue to support COVID relief efforts if the
need was there. The truth is, we need your help and hope you will feel
inspired by the generosity of the Schmidt Foundation.
     You are ESSENTIAL to help keep families in their homes, their
utilities connected and food on their tables. Your donations are
ESSENTIAL to help meet the $50,000 donation match!

In faithful service,

C A L L E D  I N T O  A C T I O N :

 $50,000
 COVID Relief Fund

Donation Match 

COVID-19 Relief

THANK YOU!

Megan Robl, Executive Director    



    How do you make the right choice when one option
could cost you your home and the other, your life?
    Danny and Katrina were faced with this decision
when the coronavirus began sweeping through the
Midwest. Both had serious underlying health conditions
and doctors ordered them to take a leave of absence
from their jobs. 
    In a show of their deep love for each other, each put
aside their own health risks and encouraged the other
to stay home. Although it was unspoken, they both knew
they needed an income, or they would not have money
to pay their bills.
    When the pandemic began, Danny, an over the road
truck driver for more than 45 years, had just learned that
his cancer returned for a third time. With Danny’s long
hours and extended travel, Katrina begged him to stay
home. 
    Knowing that Katrina suffered from three auto-
immune disorders, Danny feared that her work at a
senior living community would put her at risk, so he
stayed on the road.
    Finally, his radiation treatments and a positive
COVID-19 case at her work forced them both to stay
home.

A SIGN FROM GOD 
    “We needed the money, so I continued to work,”
Katrina said. “I asked God to protect me and show me a
sign when my health was in danger and I should stay
home.” When Katrina walked into work on her birthday,
the facility was roped off with caution tape and
employees were wearing special gear. She knew He
had sent her the sign. 
    Paying off their past medical bills did not leave Danny
and Katrina much money in their savings account. Soon,
they did not have money to pay their rent and they were
rationing food. 
    They spent hours each day on the phone trying to
reach the unemployment office, with no response. They
became so desperate, they considered selling their
vehicles, but knew they needed them to get to work and
medical appointments. That is when they reached out to
Catholic Charities and applied for assistance with their
house payment. 
    “When we received the call that Catholic Charities
was going to help us, I started crying,” said Katrina. “We
were out of options, and with just two short years left
before we paid off our house, we feared we were going
to lose it.” 
    Danny was very emotional when he shared, “I am a
proud man. I am embarrassed that I had to ask for help.
I have worked hard my entire life.” 
   Wiping tears from his eyes, he added, “Thank you to
everyone for helping us.”

MAKING TOUGH DECISIONS

"I'm a proud man. I am
embarrassed that I had to
ask for help. I have worked

hard my entire life."

Like many other families, Katrina
and Danny are in a financial crisis
and looking for help. Catholic
Charities is one of the only
nonprofits that assists people with
rent and utilities in all 31 counties
throughout the Salina Diocese.



"In Concordia, a young student
athlete from Madagascar ran
across town to the church to
receive food. He saw how busy
I was with the long line of cars
and asked if he could help. He
came back the following
month to help again and
wanted to thank me in person
for the help he received. He
was such a great kid! Like
other foreign students, he was
unable to return to his country
during COVID due travel
restrictions."

     You will rarely see Jerri Sue without a smile, but losing two jobs during the
early months of the coronavirus was overwhelming, both financially and
emotionally. 
     “Life is hard right now,” said Jerri Sue. “I don’t know what I would have
done if Catholic Charities wasn’t there to help me with my rent and utilities. I
didn’t have money for food, so I am very thankful for the emergency food and
hygiene supplies I received.”
     Living alone, Jerri Sue also felt the emotional effects of the pandemic
during an illness and a two-week quarantine. “Catholic Charities actually
called to check on me," Jerri Sue shared. "It was really nice! You feel like
things are going bad and you don’t know where to turn. Catholic Charities
was there to lend a listening ear and see if I needed anything. They felt like
family to me."
     Looking for ways to stay positive, Jerri Sue volunteered to help make 
Grab n’ Go meals for Catholic Charities and another local food program. It
was important to her to give back due to the appreciation she had for the
people who helped her.
     “I was miserable, but people stepped up and helped me. It is so great to
see the community coming together to help people in need,” she said. “Thank
you to everyone who donated. Every little bit helps make a big difference.”

OVERCOMING FINANCIAL 
AND EMOTIONAL STRESSORS

MOBILE OUTREACH IS CHANGING LIVES
Thanks to people like you, Catholic Charities has helped families with COVID-19 relief in nearly every county in the

31-county service area. Catholic Charities Mobile Outreach Coordinators share stories of the overwhelming

gratitude from families receiving help…many who are asking for help for the first time in their lives. 

"There is a group of women who
work at a factory in Norton. They
are happy to be working, but
since the stay-at-home orders
were lifted, their hours have been
cut in half. This  has greatly
impacted their families. The
boxes of food and hygiene items
they receive each month from
the Catholic Charities Mobile
Outreach Van has been a
lifesaver for them. Unable to all
leave work at the same time,
they take turns and pick up
supplies for their co-workers."

Sarah Vonfeldt
Hays Office

Jill Smith-Barker
Salina Office

Dara Stephens
Manhattan Office

"There are two encounters that
really stand out to me. The first
was a veteran in Mankato. He
told me that he had been
without food for two days. He
said, ‘Thank God for you! I am
starving. I don’t know what I
would have done without you
guys coming here.’ In Chapman,
two families came in one car. I
went around to the passenger's
side of the car and the
passenger, who was legally
blind, said, ‘I can’t see ya, but
you sure sound like Jesus.’"

"I don't know 
what I would have 

done without 
Catholic Charities."
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CATHOLIC CHARITIES
 COVID Relief Fund

PO Box 1366
Salina, KS 67402

WAYS TO DONATEWAYS TO DONATE  

MAIL TO:

"HOW TO HELP" PAGE

CCNKS.ORG/DONATE


