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Guided by God’s love, our mission is to 
provide compassionate service to all people 
in need throughout Northern Kansas.
We do this in a variety of ways:
• Financial & Housing Assistance
• Basic Needs - Food, Hygiene, Diapers, Clothing
• Counseling Services
• Immigration Legal Services
• Pregnancy Support & Adoption Services
• Thrift Store in Salina 

Serving 31 counties 
from offices in Hays, 

Salina, and Manhattan

Megan Robl
Executive Director 

“The poor you will always have with 
you; but you will not always have me.”  
Matthew 26:11

What would you do if your home was 
destroyed? I truly can’t imagine what 
that must feel like. It’s overwhelming 
to imagine losing everything you’ve 
worked hard for. Tragically, that’s 
exactly what happened to a woman 
named Judy, whose story you’ll read 
in the following pages. In a matter of 
moments, the home she built for her 
family was completely gone.

Through His words in Matthew 
26:11, Jesus calls all of us to share 
in the sufferings and struggles of 
our neighbors like Judy. Although 
He physically left this earth, Jesus 
remains present in the poor among 
us – the sick, the hungry, and the 
homeless. When you take care of your 
neighbors in need, you are actively 
answering this call. When you lovingly 
give them relief from their struggles, 
you are actively loving Jesus!

Thanks to you, Judy was not alone in 
her suffering. Because of you, Catholic 
Charities was able to help Judy and 
her family get back on their feet. You 
helped restore hope in the midst of 

tragedy. We look forward to honoring 
this hope and generosity at our 17th 
Annual Green Tie Celebration on July 
30, 2022.

People always ask…why green? Green 
symbolizes hope, refreshment, and 
new life, which is what people in need 
receive when they turn to Catholic 
Charities for help. This mission is only 
possible because of you! Your support 
is crucial to the mission of Catholic 
Charities, and we need your help.

Anonymous donors have provided a 
Green Tie Donation Match, which 
means your gift will be matched 
dollar-for-dollar up to $160,000! No 
gift is too small to make a big impact 
on the life of someone in need. The 
need is great, but your generosity is 
greater. To make a tax-deductible gift, 
complete and return the form on the 
back of this newsletter, or give securely 
online at ccnks.org/greentie.

Thank you for answering the call and 
being our partner in hope!

Grounded inGrounded inHopeHope

To purchase tickets or donate, 
visit ccnks.org/greentie

17th Annual Fundraiser 
Honoring the Gift of Hope

July 30, 2022
6 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Salina County Club
$60/person
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Strong inStrong in hopehope

DISASTER 
RELIEF

After her family’s home was 
destroyed in a devastating 
fire, Judy  came to Catholic 
Charities for help. Thanks 
to donors like you, Judy 
and her family received 
financial support to begin 
the recovery process.

For many, home represents security. A place that 
provides comfort and serves as an anchor in this 

fast-moving world. It stores the precious memories 
of both past and future.

In December of 2021, Judy’s idea of security 
dramatically shifted when her home was destroyed 
in a devastating fire. Judy, who resides in Lincoln, is 
a mother to seven girls, four of whom live at home. 
Luckily, these four daughters were at school at the 
time of the fire.

Recounting the events of that day, Judy says she 
was walking home from the store when she saw 
the unthinkable, the sight of her home completely 
engulfed in flames. 

“It was crazy. All I could see was smoke coming 
from my house,” Judy said. “I just had this gut- 
wrenching feeling in my stomach, realizing we had 
lost everything. All that I have ever owned was in 
that house and it had just turned to dust.”

Even upon the fire department’s swift arrival, it was 
too late. The fire had destroyed everything. Judy, 
her husband, and their young daughters were now 
left to pick up the pieces of the beloved home they 
once knew. 

Coupled with this tragedy, Judy was also dealing 
with the loss of her grandfather, who passed away 
a few days after the fire.

“I want to say God gave me the strength in all of 
this,” Judy said. “When you lose your home and 
then lose you grandfather, you realize which one is 
more valuable. It gives you perspective.” 

With the incredible weight of devastation on her 
shoulders, Judy contacted Catholic Charities.

““Catholic Charities was a 
place I could reach out 
and have a conversation 
with zero judgment. It 
was like God sent some 
angels to steer us in the 
right direction.”
-Judy,
 Disaster Relief Recipient

Continue reading on Page 4
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Judy received assistance through the Disaster Relief 
Program, which helped her cover the deposit and 
rent expenses for her family’s next home. Judy says 
the support of Catholic Charities has been nothing 
short of divine intervention. 

“Catholic Charities was a place I could reach out and 
have a conversation with zero judgment,” Judy said. 

“It was like God sent some angels to steer us in the 
right direction.” 

This direction, Judy says, is a fresh start in a new 
home. She holds an optimistic outlook, crediting the 
support of Catholic Charities as what carried her 
family through this incredibly difficult time.  

“Through all of this, I realized you have it all and 
nothing in a matter of days,” Judy said. “If it were not 
for Catholic Charities’ help, we would have ended 
up having to move to a different city and go to a 
homeless shelter. Catholic Charities was that help 
from above that got us through this loss and is giving 
us hope for the future.” 

To learn more about Catholic Charities’ Disaster Relief 
program, visit ccnks.org/disaster.

““If it were not for Catholic 
Charities’ help, we would 
have ended up having 
to move to a different 
city and go to a homless 
shelter. Catholic Charities 
was that help from above 
that got us through this 
loss and is giving us hope 
for the future.”

In December 2021, Judy’s Lincoln home was destroyed in a 
devastating fire. Judy described the gut-wrenching feeling 
of loss her family experienced. “All I have ever owned was 
in that house and it had just turned to dust. I want to say 
God gave me the strength in all of this.” 
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CATASTROPHIC 
ILLNESS

In 2020, after being diagnosed 
with stage three breast cancer, 
Brittanie contacted Catholic 
Charities for support. Thanks 
to your generous support, 
she received assistance 
through the Catholic Charities 
Financial and Housing 
Assistance Program, helping 
her on the road to recovery. 

Coupled with a frightening diagnosis, medical 
expenses can be one of the most trying parts 

of coping with a catastrophic illness. This was 
certainly true for wife and mother Brittanie. 

In 2020, at just 24 years old, Brittanie was diagnosed 
with stage three breast cancer. After undergoing 
intensive chemotherapy and numerous operations, 
Brittanie was happy to report she was cancer-free. 
However, the onslaught of procedures depleted her 
both mentally and physically.

“I was extremely stressed,” Brittanie said. “Even after 
all my treatments were over, the financial stressors 
were still there. I also was not able to work from the 
lingering effects of chemotherapy.” 

Feeling the weight of these heavy financial burdens, 
Brittanie contacted Catholic Charities. 

“I was extremely depressed, coming to terms with 
the fact that I was not able to work, no matter how 
hard I wanted to,” Brittanie said. “I remember being 
at my wit’s end. I was desperate for any kind of help.”

Through Catholic Charities’ Financial and Housing 
Assistance Program, Brittanie’s family received vital 
help with rent and utility bills. Brittanie said these 
services provided a sigh of relief to her young family.

“Catholic Charities went above and beyond for 
me,” Brittanie said. “After I received assistance, 
my situation changed tremendously. I was not 
having to stress about how the bills would be 
paid or sending my son to daycare so I could go 
to appointments. My expectations were met and 
exceeded.” 

For Brittanie, the support she received from Catholic 
Charities signifies a life-saving hope. “Hope to me 
represents being at the lowest point of your life, and 
there are still people in this world that are going to 
be there that next day to help you, and to say you 
are strong, a fighter, and can do this.” 

To learn more about the Financial and Housing 
Assistance program, visit ccnks.org/financial.

““Catholic Charities went 
above and beyond for me. 
After I received assistance, 
my situation changed 
tremendously. ”
-Brittanie,
 Catastrophic Illness Recipient 

A Journey of A Journey of hopehope



6 /  HANDS OF HOPE  SUM M E R  2022

PROVIDING HOPE

After  Bill and Paula 
Robben won a brand 
new car during a raffle, 
they wanted to make an 
impact. They donated 
this brand new vehicle 
to the Catholic Charities 
Hays office! This gift 
of hope will serve as a 
tremendous blessing to 
both the Hays staff and 
our neighbors in need 
across western Kansas. 

Every day, Catholic Charities works to ensure the 
essential needs of those struggling throughout 

the 31 counties of northern Kansas are met. While 
these services are the hallmark of our organization, 
they are only made possible through the generous 
patronage of people like YOU! You are the faces of 
hope that make the growing mission of Catholic 
Charities a reality. 

Two of these faces of hope are Bill and Paula 
Robben from Walker, Kansas. Living in western 
Kansas, they have a close familiarity with the 
Catholic Charities office in Hays. In April 2022, when 
Bill and Paula attended a Thomas Moore Prep-
Marion Auction in Hays, they were shocked to win a 
brand-new car during the prize raffle. 

Holding Catholic Charities dear to their hearts, Bill 
and Paula immediately knew the beloved home of 
their newly won vehicle. 

“I knew from my daughter (executive board 
member Heather Robben) that the Catholic 
Charities’ Hays office needed a smaller car for 
local errands,” Bill said. “I did not need the car, so it 
worked out well and I was able to do it.” 

The car will also be used to visit pregnant mothers 
throughout western Kansas who are enrolled in the 
Catholic Charities Pregnancy Support Program.

Bill and Paula encourage others to support Catholic 
Charities because of the wide array of services 
offered to local communities.

“There are people in need out there, and those 
that are able to donate, should,” Bill said. “Catholic 
Charities is a good organization helping local 
people and they have a large service area.” 

If you are interested in making an in-kind donation 
to Catholic Charities, please visit ccnks.org/inkind.

““Catholic Charities is a good 
organization helping local 
people and they have a large 
service area.”
-Bill Robben,
 Catholic Charities Donor 

on wheelson wheelsHopeHope
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To learn more about how you can leave a legacy to help our neighbors in need through your estate, 
please contact Eric Frank, director of development, at 785-825-0208 or visit ccnks.org/legacy.

One man’s lifelong generosity is 
still changing lives through a gift 
from his estate.

A legacy ofA legacy of

hopehope
In his 101 years of life, Paul Prellwitz never 
overlooked an opportunity to put others before 
himself. “All of our family and grandchildren 
thought so much of him. He was just a good 
person,” said Marjorie Gregory of her older 
brother.

Born in 1920 on his family’s farm outside of 
Mahaska, Kansas, Paul was the second eldest of 
eight children. Throughout his childhood, Paul 
helped his father tend to the family farm.

His rural upbringing taught Paul the importance 
of a strong work ethic. “He started helping our 
dad with farming when he was only 11 years old,” 
Gregory said. “He really valued hard work.”

Upon graduating from Morrowville High School 
in 1939, Paul went to farm for relatives in Utah 
before moving to California to work for Coleman 
Lamp and Stove Company. He eventually 
returned to Kansas, where he maintained his 
farm until his retirement. In 1995, Paul received 
the Monsignor John George Weber Century Farm 
Award for his dedication to his farm, which had 
been in his family for over 100 years.  

Throughout his life, Paul committed his time 
and treasure to organizations he believed in. He 
served on church committees and parish councils 
and sang in the church choir. For over 30 years, 
he was proud to mow the cemetery at St. Peter 
and Paul Church, his home parish. Paul also 
always had an affinity for Catholic Charities, 

thanks to Catholic Charities’ founding director, 
Fr. Alfred Wasinger. Fr. Wasinger was a lifelong 
family friend whose loyalty and spiritual counsel 
Paul greatly admired.

Paul passed away on July 5, 2021, but he wasn’t 
done helping others just yet. In his will, Paul 
designated a portion of his estate to Catholic 
Charities of Northern Kansas, along with several 
other organizations. Catholic Charities received 
an unrestricted gift of over $100,000 from Paul’s 
estate that has been used to further grow the 
organization’s mission.

“Because of Paul’s incredible generosity, those 
in need throughout the 31 counties of northern 
Kansas will continue to receive compassionate 
care and support they deserve,” said Megan 
Robl, executive director of Catholic Charities. 
“Paul’s legacy and example of selfless service will 
continue on and inspire future generations.”



Give today. Provide hope to our neighbors in need.

Thank You! Your Gift of Hope is Changing Lives!
Your gift is tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. 
A receipt will be sent to you for your records. Questions? Contact 785-825-0208

PO Box 1366
Salina, KS 67402-1366

www.ccnks.org

$160,000 Dollar-For-Dollar
Donation Match!

HERO 
of Hope 

$15,000 and more  

CHAMPION 
of Hope 

$10,000 - $14,999

SHEPHERD 
of Hope 

$5,000 - $9,999 

GUARDIAN 
of Hope 

$3,000 - $4,999

ADVOCATE 
of Hope 

$1,000 - $2,999 

PARTNER 
of Hope 

$500 - $999

FRIEND 
of Hope 

$499 and less

As of token of our appreciation, all donations recieved by July 7, 2022 will be recognized in the Green Tie 
Celebration event program! If you would prefer your gift remain anonymous, please indicate below. 

Cash or Check Donation: 

□

Check #______________

□

Cash Enclosed______________

$1,000$2,500

□ □

$500

□ □

$250

$100

□ □

$50

□

$25 Other____________ 

□

To give by credit card or bank account:
Give securely online at www.ccnks.org/greentie

Return donation form with payment to:
Catholic Charities of Northern Kansas
PO Box 1366, Salina, KS 67402-1366

Name____________________________________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________________________________

City___________________________________________State__________________ZIP_________________

Phone Number___________________________________________________________________________

Email_____________________________________________________________________________________

Home Parish_____________________________________________________________________________

Donor Information 

□

Leave a Legacy 
I have made a gift to Catholic Charities in my will.

I would like to learn more about leaving a gift to Catholic Charities in my will.

□

□

I would like my donation to remain anonymous 




