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we can!

You You helped this woman & her helped this woman & her 
family get back on their feet family get back on their feet 

INSIDE
The 2023 Annual Appeal

How YOU put love into action 
across Northwest Kansas

Your generosity provides hope 
to our neighbors in need
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Every day, our team works hard 
to compassionately love our 
neighbors by feeding the hungry, 
clothing the naked, sheltering 
the homeless, welcoming our 
neighbors, and caring for those 
who are ill, both physically and 
spiritually. 

While it is easy to count food 
boxes and dollars distributed, 
it’s not quite as easy to quantify 
the relief, joy, and hope that 
are delivered alongside these 
services. Behind each of these 
numbers is a real person, with a 
real story, facing real hardships. 
When they come to Catholic 
Charities, we strive to help them 
feel the love and mercy of Jesus.

None of this work is possible 
without YOUR help and 
support, along with countless 
volunteers, funders, clergy, 

board members, ambassadors, 
and community partners. One 
of those key partners is the 
Schmidt Foundation, who along 
with anonymous donors, is once 
again providing a Together, We 
Can Donation Match of $150,000 
for the 2023 Catholic Charities 
Annual Appeal! This means your 
gift will be matched dollar-for-
dollar, and no donation is ever 
too small to make a big impact in 
someone’s life.

It takes all of us to answer the call 
to love our neighbors. Together, 
we can truly love our neighbors 
across Northwest Kansas. God 
bless you!

Megan Robl 
Executive Director

Guided by God’s love, our mission is to 
provide compassionate service to all people 
in need throughout Northern Kansas.
We do this in a variety of ways:
• Financial & Housing Assistance
• Personal Care & Basic Needs
• Counseling Services
• Pregnancy Support & Adoption Services
• Thrift Store in Salina 

Serving 31 counties 
from offices in Hays, 

Salina, and Manhattan

A Note from the Director

“To love is to will the good of the other.” - St. Thomas Aquinas 

8,500
lives touched

44,000+
miles driven

31
counties served

3,896
volunteer hours

What you made 
possible last year!
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we love & serve our neighbors 
throughout Northwest Kansas. 
You help Catholic Charities meet its mission to serve people in need across the 31 counties of the Diocese 
of Salina. We travel across 26,000 square miles to provide hope to those in need of compassionate care, 
regardless of their religion, race, or nationality. Over the last year, YOU made the following services possible!

170
moms across 22 

counties received free 
pregnancy services.

560
counseling sessions 
were provided to 85 
households across  

14 counties.

128
families received 

services to obtain or 
retain lawful status 
in the United States.

1,400
families across  

29 counties received 
financial and housing 

assistance.

5,500
food boxes were 
delivered to 1,760 
families across  

31 counties.

4,600
hygiene kits were 

distributed to 2,060 
families across  

31 counties.

250,000
diapers were  

distributed to 390 
families across  

26 counties.

4
families completed 
successful adoption 

placements.
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My involvement with Catholic 
Charities began by being invited 
to join the Manhattan office's 
advisory board about 15-20 
years ago. It didn't take long to 
learn how Catholic Charities’ 

mission was to fulfill various aspects of Catholic 
Social Teaching. The Church teaches that human 
life is sacred and the dignity of the individual is 
foundational for a moral vision for society.

Jesus drew so many connections between love 
of God and love of neighbor. One cannot profess 
to love God and then not respond to the needs 
of other human beings. In Matthew 22:37-40, 
Jesus speaks of feeding the hungry, sheltering the 
homeless, clothing the naked, assisting the sick, 
and so on. “What you did not do for one of these 
least ones, you did not do for me.”

Catholic Charities does these things in so 
many ways: through outreach services by 
taking food and hygiene items throughout the 

diocese; helping to shelter or pay rent; providing 
counseling services; giving pregnancy support 
and adoption services; assisting those in need of 
medical transportation and care, and so on.

One of the pillars of the diaconate is service. While 
this has been a great fit for me as a deacon, 
volunteering for Catholic Charities is for anyone 
with an inclination to get actively involved in 
serving the poor and needy. My wife, Donna, 
has also become a committed volunteer and 
advocate for the work of Catholic Charities. We 
now team up on many of the volunteer activities. 
She has brought several of her friends on board 
as volunteers.

After serving on the Manhattan advisory board 
and the executive board of directors, I just can't 
get away from Catholic Charities, and I don’t want 
to! Volunteering to stock shelves with product, 
gathering empty banana boxes and filling 
them with food, and writing short articles about 
Catholic Charities for parish newsletters and 
bulletins to get the good word out helps me to 
serve and stay connected to this very important 
aspect of our church.

- Deacon Larry Erpelding,
St. Thomas More Parish, Manhattan 

““After serving on the Manhattan 
advisory board and the executive 
board of directors, I just can’t get 
away from Catholic Charities,  
and I don’t want to!”

we live out our faith.
By Deacon Larry Erpelding
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we work together to lift burdens.

A woman began coming to Shepherd’s Crossing 
about 20 years ago. She would come in asking for 
assistance about once a year until 2016. 

Then she started coming in every four months for 
the next three years. This was because she had 
taken out a payday loan to try and help her son. He 
couldn’t pay it back and neither could she. One of 
her loans for $75 was now costing her around $200 
a month. This was unsustainable since she was on a 
fixed income. 

In the summer of 2017, she came into Shepherd’s 
Crossing again for assistance. The counselor could 
see that her financial problems were only getting 
worse because of these loans. We recommended 
that she apply at Catholic Charities for a loan from 
the Kansas Loan Pool Project. Her application was 
approved, and her three high-interest payday loans 
were transferred to Sunflower Bank with a lower 
interest rate. Through the program, she ended up 
paying off her loan a few months early, and she also 
secured a loan to pay off a large medical bill. She 

has not missed a payment, was able to pay off and 
destroy multiple credit cards, and has now started 
a small savings account. 

She sent a donation and letter that read, “I hope this 
small donation helps others who are struggling like 
I was, because, trust me, the help I have received 
was a gift from God.”

I am thankful for our counselors who strive to find 
solutions and additional assistance for our clients. A 
big thank you to Catholic Charities for collaborating 
and supporting so many in our community!

By Beth Klug, Executive Director of Shepherd’s Crossing

- Beth Klug, executive director
Shepherd’s Crossing, Manhattan 

““A big thank you to Catholic 
Charities for collaborating  
and supporting so many in  
our community!”

“Without the resources and 
support of Catholic Charities, 

my family would probably 
have been homeless.” 

- Mary Ann, Financial 
Assistance Recipient

Scan the QR code with your smartphone  
to hear Mary Ann’s story! 
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we walk alongside families in need.

Everyday, people reach out 
to Catholic Charities facing 
unforeseen circumstances 
that have changed their lives 
overnight. 

I recently met Jenna, a young mother of six from 
western Kansas. She had just lost her 12-year-
old son to a rare brain cancer. A few years prior, 
Jenna’s husband had also passed away from 
a similar catastrophic illness. As a single mom, 
Jenna had no idea how she was going to pay for 
her son’s funeral. That’s when she reached out to 
Catholic Charities. Her story personally resonated 
with me, as I have also lost a husband and child 
to a sudden illness. I know the indescribable pain, 
grief, and loneliness a catastrophic illness can 
have on someone’s life. Not only is it mentally 
taxing, but the onslaught of medical bills is equally 
overwhelming. 

Thanks to you, Catholic Charities was able to 
help Jenna cover her son’s funeral expenses, 
providing him with the loving, dignified end-of-
life service he deserved. Jenna recently sent me 
an email that said, “Catholic Charities has been 
an absolutely amazing organization to work with 
and I am blown away by how kind and lovely 
Berta always is to speak with. These are obviously 
people who love helping others in whatever kind 
of need they might have. May God bless the good 
people at Catholic Charities!”

By Berta Jaquez, Director of Stabilization & Outreach Services

“I love you guys and your 
organization. God bless you 
all! I recently got a new full-

time job to help better support 
my unborn twins. Thank you 

for all of your help.”

- Pregnancy Support Program Participant

- Jenna,
Financial Assistance Recipient 

““These are obviously  
people who love helping  
others in whatever kind  
of need they might have.”

Scan the QR code with your smartphone  
for more about our pregnancy program! 
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Church, family, and responsibility. This was the 
foundation on which Walter Dechant built his life. 
Born on April 13, 1926, in Antonino, Kansas, Walter 
spent his upbringing tending to his family’s farm, 
located south of Hays in Ellis County. In 1945, he met 
his wife, Marie. Shortly after, the couple married and 
welcomed their four children, Steven, Debra, Judith, 
and Glori. To provide for his growing family, Walter 
devoted much of his life to working as an oil well 
pumper, a field in which he was highly regarded 
and respected. Along with working in the oil wells, 
Walter worked hard to ensure he kept up his family’s 
farm, which he inherited.

Walter and Marie’s daughter, Debra Rippe, says her 
parents’ work ethic was something she admired 
from a young age. “If my father said he was going 
to be somewhere, he would be there,” Debra said. 
“Similarly, whatever my mother did, she did to 
perfection. She believed that if you committed to 
something, you stay committed.”  

Along with hard work, Walter and Marie taught 
their children the importance of faith. “My father 
was Catholic all the way through,” Debra said. “My 
parents instilled in us from a small age to always 
pray the Rosary and attend Mass.” 

Throughout their lives, Walter and Marie gave their 
time, talent, and treasure to organizations and 
causes they deeply cared about. Walter was an 
esteemed member of the Schoenchen Third Degree 

Knights of Columbus 
Council #4166 and the 
Bishop Cunningham 
Fourth Degree Assembly 
#282. Marie was a 
lifetime member of the 
Daughters of Isabella 
and a CCD teacher 
at Our Lady Help of 
Christians Parish in 
Antonio. 

At the end of their lives, Walter and Marie knew they 
wanted to leave a lasting impact. They carefully 
selected a handful of organizations to be the 
beneficiaries of their estate. Catholic Charities of 
Northern Kansas was among the organizations they 
chose. The couple’s son, Steven Dechant, says his 
parents’ legacy giving is indicative of the values 
they lived their lives by. 

“The causes they cared about indicated their 
priorities,” Steven said. “Throughout their lives, my 
parents donated to the churches and Catholic 
schools throughout Hays. This legacy gift was 
a shared mission by Mom and Dad. They jointly 
decided to pass this legacy on, so that it could be 
used by others.”

Learn how you can change lives through estate 
giving at www.ccnks.org/legacy.

we leave a legacy.

Walter and Marie Dechant’s lifetime 
of generosity is still making an impact 
through a gift from their estate.
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Over 60 years ago, Catholic Charities 
of Northern Kansas was started 
to care for the poor and support 
families across the 31 counties of 
the Salina Diocese. In 1983, Catholic 
Charities opened its first outreach 
facility in Hays with a small rented 
office and one staff member. Today, 
Catholic Charities in Hays serves 16 
counties in the western region of the 
Diocese by providing financial and 
housing assistance, personal care 
and basic needs (including food, 
hygiene, and diapers), pregnancy 
and adoption services, and 
counseling services. 

Services are in-person from our 
office, as well as on the road through 
our outreach service vehicles. 

Our Hays team has done amazing 
work from our office at 122 E. 12th St., 
but we have outgrown our space 
and cannot expand the reach of 
our services to poor and vulnerable 
families of western Kansas in our 
current building. An incredibly 
generous family recently donated 
a 9,000 sq. ft. building to Catholic 
Charities and we are redeveloping 
it into our new western Kansas 
headquarters. This building will serve 
as an anchor of hope for families in 
need in the Hays-area community 
for years to come! 

To learn more and donate to this 
exciting project, scan the QR code or  
visit www.ccnks.org/haysproject.

we can expand for the future! ABOUT OUR  
NEW BUILDING
• Donated by a local Hays family
• 1015 Centennial Blvd., Hays
• Opening Winter/Spring 2024
• 9,000 square feet plus parking
• Serving over 600 families in 

Northwest Kansas

PROJECT COST
• $1,000,000 for renovation and 

building maintenance fund

PROJECT FEATURES
• Bright, welcoming space for 

those seeking services.
• Functional warehouse for 

receiving shipments, storing 
inventory and loading  
outreach van indoors.

• Improved safety and security 
for staff and volunteers.

• Thrift Store to provide low-
cost, high quality necessities 
to families in need.

YOU’RE INVITED
Hays Project Groundbreaking
Friday, January 26 at 9 a.m.
1015 Centennial Blvd., Hays, KS

Join Bishop Vincke, Catholic 
Charities, and the Hays Chamber 
for light refreshments & remarks!

Renovating a new home for Catholic Charities in Hays


