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A JourneyA Journey
to Love

You gave this familyYou gave this family
the ultimate giftthe ultimate gift
INSIDE
How you are supporting 
families in need 

A special adoption story 

A family rebuilds their hope 
after unexpected disaster



Guided by God’s love, our mission is to 
provide compassionate service to all people 
in need throughout Northern Kansas.
We do this in a variety of ways:
• Financial & Housing Assistance
• Personal Care & Basic Needs
• Counseling Services
• Immigration Legal Services
• Pregnancy Support & Adoption Services
• Thrift Store in Salina 

Serving 31 counties 
from offices in Hays, 

Salina, and Manhattan

Megan Robl
Executive Director 

Give today.
Provide hope to 
our neighbors in
 need tomorrow.

To Donate: 
Return the form on back page 

or visit ccnks.org/handsofhope

I give you a new commandment: love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you also 
should love one another. – John 13:34

Dear friends,

One day, during my first few months 
at Catholic Charities, my office phone 
rang. It was after hours, and our offices 
were closed for the weekend. There 
was a father on the other end of the 
line. He was trying to reach someone 
for assistance with diapers. I explained 
that the office was closed and asked if 
they would be able to last until Monday 
when we reopened. 

That’s when I heard him physically 
counting the diapers he had remaining 
to diaper his baby for the next couple 
of days. One, two, three…there were 
only about 10 left. While he thought 
they might be able to make it through 
the weekend, I thought about that 
poor baby having to wear a soiled 
diaper longer than necessary to extend 
household’s limited supply. We made 
arrangements and got the family taken 
care of. He was so relieved and thankful 
– and it was one less thing he had to 
worry about when it came to caring for 
his family. Stories like these happen 
every day and are only made possible 
by the generosity of people just like 
you! 

As I thumbed through the beautiful 
stories in this newsletter, I was struck 
by the way each of them highlights the 
significance of family and community. 
Here at Catholic Charities, we strive 
to compassionately help stabilize and 
strengthen families. It takes all of us, 
utilizing our unique God-given gifts 
and talents, to truly care for families in 
need in our communities. 

When you contribute to a local Happy 
Bottoms Diaper Drive or Catholic 
Charities Baby Bottle Campaign, you 
directly help parents just like the 
father I spoke to on the phone (page 3). 
When you donate to the local Catholic 
Charities Disaster Fund, you help our 
neighbors, like the Dockendorf family, 
rebuild from devastating wildfires 
(page 6). When you open your home and 
heart to the beauty of adoption like the 
Stecklein family did, you give babies 
like Gianna a beautiful chance at life 
(page 4).

When we open our hearts to those 
around us, blessing them with Christ’s 
love and mercy, we are truly following 
His commandment. God bless each and 
every one of you!

All of usAll of us
I t  takesI t  takes
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H a p p y  B o t t o m s  D i a p e r  D r i v e

In October, Catholic Charities joined forces with 
Salina Diocese Catholic Schools and Billings 
Group Financial Advisors for the First Annual 
Happy Bottoms Diaper Drive. Throughout the 
month, students and faculty from the diocesean 
schools and Billings Group clients donated boxes 
of diapers. They did this with one goal in mind: 
to care and provide for the most vulnerable 
children in our communities. In total, Catholic 
Charities received 332 cases of diapers, totaling 
over $11,000 in value. In the coming years, our 
community will continue to band together to 
support our fellow neighbors! 

Mary’s Baby Shower

In December, Holy Family Elementary School in 
Hays hosted their annual Mary’s Baby Shower, 
where diapers and baby items were donated to 
Catholic Charities’ Pregnancy Support Program. 
This donation will give essential aid to mothers 
and children across northern Kansas. Thank you!

S a c r e d  H e a r t  S t e w a r d s h i p  

For Catholic Schools Week, Catholic Charities 
was blessed with the stewardship and generosity 
of Sacred Heart Jr./Sr. High School students. 
Not only did they organize the materials for our 
February Baby Bottle Campaign, they assembled 
food and hygiene kits. They even donated 
birthday cake kits so those who can only afford 
the essentials when grocery shopping can have 
a cake on their special day. What a blessing to 
have their support! 

In the Commun it y

To learn how you can support  our 
neighbors ,  v is i t  ccnks.org/inkind.
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Raising a family and welcoming children into a 
nurturing, loving home is among Kelton and Jill 
Stecklein’s greatest pillars of marriage. That’s why 
the Steckleins, who reside in Hays, were elated 
when they welcomed their son, Kolby, six years ago. 
However, their dreams of adding to their family 
came to a halt as they faced secondary infertility.

While the Steckleins were deeply discouraged by 
this unplanned setback, they were committed to 
welcoming a family in whatever way they were 
called. That’s when they began contemplating 
adoption.

“Kelton has a good friend who has gone through the 
adoption process. So, adoption has always been 
something that was around us,” Jill said. “Kelton 
and I felt that if we could have this really strong 
marriage and family unit, that we would want to 
expand on that love and offer it to other families 
who were needing more support for a baby.” 

Eager to continue their journey to parenthood, the 
Steckleins contacted Catholic Charities of Northern 
Kansas and enrolled in the adoption program. They 
were waiting patiently and hopefully for three years 
when they received a call from Megan Pfannenstiel, 
Hays pregnancy and adoption specialist.

“The patience was growing on us. We knew it could 
happen, but it could be in a year or 10 years,” Kelton 
said. “We were on our way to Kansas City when we 
received a call from Megan. She told us there was 
a baby girl - our daughter Gianna - born yesterday. 
Her birth parents wanted to place her for adoption 
and they chose us to be the adoptive parents. 
We went from not even knowing about Gianna to 
signing adoption papers in less than 24 hours.” 

After hearing this life-changing news, the Steckleins 
promptly turned around to head to the hospital, 
silently praying along the way. When the time finally 
came for them to meet Gianna, a million thoughts 
were swirling through their minds. 

A labor of theA labor of the heartheart
““Kelton and I felt that if we 

could have this really strong 
marriage and family unit, that 
we would want to expand on 
that love and offer it to other 
families who were needing 
more support for a baby. ”
-Jill Stecklein 
Adoptive Mother  

Adoption Services

In the fall of 2022, Kelton and Jill 
Stecklein adopted their daughter, 
Gianna through the Catholic 
Charities  Adoption Program. 
Because of the generosity of 
donors like YOU, the Steckleins 
were able to lovingly welcome 
Gianna into their family. Pictured: 
Jill, Kelton, Kolby, and Gianna 
Stecklein. 
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“That first meeting we were nervous. Are we going to 
walk in and feel like this is still right? There was still a 
chance the decision could be changed by the birth 
parents,” Kelton said. “We walked into the nursery 
and there she was. Jill walked over and took Gianna 
in her arms.”

When the time came for Gianna’s biological 
parents to sign the adoption papers, the Steckleins 
relied on the power of prayer to intercede. 

“At that point, in our mind and heart, we knew we 
could not imagine leaving the hospital without 
Gianna, but it was still not completely within our 
control,” Kelton said. “We decided to pray the 
Rosary. About 10 seconds after we finished our 
Rosary, Megan knocked on the door and said 
Gianna’s biological parents signed the adoption 
papers. Our hearts were overjoyed.” 

The Steckleins then had the opportunity to meet 
Gianna’s birth parents, which was a deeply moving 
experience. 

“We were able to tell them how grateful we were for 
the loving decision they were making,” Kelton said. 

“You could see they loved Gianna so much; they 
were in tears. I promised Gianna’s birth father that 
I would treasure her with everything I have. It was a 
powerful connection we will always remember.” 

Now, over four months from that blessed day, the 
Steckleins say Gianna has enriched their family’s 
life in countless ways. 

“One of the nicest surprises has been the transition,” 
Jill said. “Like, wow, we just had a surprise baby, but 
she was completely supposed to be here. Her big 
brother’s excitement has been a big treasure, as 
well. We see what a gift adoption is. All of the prayer 
and people surrounding this experience make it 
extra special.”

The Steckleins urge all who are considering 
adoption to contact Catholic Charities, as it has 
helped toward their goal of growing their family.

“Don’t be afraid of the unknown in the adoption 
world,” Kelton said. “Go to prayer and trust the Lord 
and His timing. I could not recommend Catholic 
Charities higher. They have changed our life for 
the better in such a profound way. It is powerful 
to know they were not only working with us but 
praying with us.”

To learn more about the Catholic Charities 
Adoption Program, visit ccnks.org/adoption.

““ “I could not recommend 
Catholic Charities higher. 
They have changed our 
life for the better in such a 
profound way. It is powerful 
to know they were not only 
working with us but praying 
with us.”
-Kelton Stecklein 
Adoptive Father  
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A path toA path to RecoveryRecovery
On December 15, 2021, a devastating fire erupted 
in western Kansas that caused evacuation across 
the area. Russell County was one of many areas 
affected that day. Jessica Dockendorf’s family 
resides in Russell County, owning a ranch just two 
miles south of Fairport. 

Reflecting on the events of December 15, 
Dockendorf says she was home with her children 
when she received an urgent call from her 
husband, who works for the fire department outside 
of Catherine. 

“It was late morning, early afternoon,” Dockendorf 
said. “My husband was 20 miles west of our house 
when he called and said ‘You need to get out and 
get somewhere safe because we are going to lose 
everything.’”

Dockendorf, her children, and their animals were 
able to seek refuge from the fire in a nearby alfalfa 
field. They waited for six hours as the flames 
roared through Russell County, destroying nearly 
everything in their path. 

“We thought that would be the safest spot because 
the field was not as dry and still green,” she said. “It 

was also close to the Saline River, so we knew if the 
fire got close enough, we could swim in the water. 
We had no clue how fast the fire was moving. We 
could barely see and had to dodge power lines 
and cattle in the middle of the road.” 

Finally, Dockendorf received a call from her 
husband, who was able to go back to their property 
and assess the damage.

“He called and told me that the camper, shed, and 
chickens were all gone,” Dockendorf said. 

It was late morning, early 
afternoon. My husband 
was 20 miles west of our 
house when he called and 
said. ‘You need to get out 
and get somewhere safe 
because we are going to 
lose everything.’”
-Jessica Dockendorf
Disaster Relief Recipient 

““

Disaster Relief 

On December 15, 2021, a 
devastating fire erupted in western 
Kansas, causing evacuations 
across the area. Jessica 
Dockendorf’s family ranch was 
among one of the many impacted 
that day. Thanks to the generosity 
of donors like YOU, the Dockendorf 
family received assistance through 
the Catholic Charities Disaster 
Relief Program, allowing  them to 
rebuild what was lost. 



WWW.CCNKS.ORG / 7 

Because of your support, the Dockendorf family received 
the funds to rebuild their destroyed chicken coop, 
(pictured above), providing their many animals with 
a safe, secure sanctuary. Through all the adversities 
they have faced, the Dockendorfs are holding onto the 
priceless gift they did not lose, family. 

“Our house was still standing and we kind of had a 
roof. If we would have stayed, we would’ve had no 
place to go.”

The family was without power for nine days 
following the fire. They had to set up generators, 
rely on their fireplace, and wear coveralls to keep 
warm. 

Finally, there was a glimmer of hope when a 
friend encouraged the family to reach out to 
Catholic Charities of Northern Kansas for support. 

The Dockendorf family was able to receive 
support from the Disaster Relief Program, 
providing them the funds to rebuild their 
destroyed chicken coop, allowing them to begin 
restoring what was lost. 

Dockendorf said she did not know the assistance 
she received from Catholic Charities was 
something that was even available or accessible 
to her family. 

“I did not even know the help we received from 
Catholic Charities was out there,” Dockendorf 
said. “It meant a lot because I’m a little person, 
not a big rancher. For Catholic Charities to help 

us, it meant a lot. Especially because we had just 
rebuilt everything.”

Reflecting back on the past year, Dockendorf is 
grateful for what she has and is holding onto the 
things that matter most.

“There was definitely something looking out for 
us that day,” Dockenforf said. “The house and 
everything else is replaceable, the family is not.” 

The Dockendorf’s story is one of many made 
possibile through your support. To learn more 
about the Disaster Relief Program,  
visit ccnks.org/disaster.

I did not even know the help 
we received from Catholic 
Charities was out there,” 
Dockendorf said. “It meant 
a lot because I’m a little 
person, not a big rancher. 
For Catholic Charities to 
help us, it meant a lot.”

““



Give today.
Provide hope to our neighbors in need tomorrow. 

Thank You! Your Gift of Hope is Changing Lives!

Cash or Check Donation: 

□

Check #______________

□

Cash Enclosed______________

$1,000$2,500

□ □

$500

□ □

$250

$100

□ □

$50

□

$25 Other_____________ 

□

To give by credit card or bank account:
Give securely online at www.ccnks.org/handsofhope

Return donation form with payment to:
Catholic Charities of Northern Kansas
PO Box 1366, Salina, KS 67402-1366

Name____________________________________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________________________________

City___________________________________________State__________________ZIP_________________

Phone Number___________________________________________________________________________

Email_____________________________________________________________________________________

Home Parish_____________________________________________________________________________

Donor Information 

□

Leave a Legacy 
I have made a gift to Catholic Charities in my will.

I would like to learn more about leaving a gift to Catholic Charities in my will.

□

Your gift is tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. 
A receipt will be sent to you for your records.

PO Box 1366
Salina, KS 67402-1366

www.ccnks.org

With increased postage costs, Catholic 
Charities is adapting and is counting on 
your support. To ensure you receive all 
the latest stories, news and updates in 
the most economical way, please send 
your name and email to Megan Spilker 
at mspilker@ccnks.org.

Thank you and God Bless! 

A small request 




